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M. de Lacoste goes on to show that the mejora is a compromise be- 
tween the entire freedom of testamentary disposition existing in Eng- 
land and in the United States and the absolute restrictions imposed by 
the reserve system in most civil-law countries. 

The work is divided into three parts. The first traces the history of 
the mejora, from its origin in the customs of the Visigoths, as set forth 
in the early days of their King Chindaswind, through the middle ages 
and to the present day, with a wealth of erudition, a precision of 
method and a lucidity of statement which leave nothing to be desired. 
The second part is devoted to a study of the theory of the mejora ; 
while the third part embodies the results of a comparative study , in 
which the fullest examination is made of cognate legislation in some of 
the republics of Latin America. 

M. de Lacoste is one of the " pensionnaires " of the Fondation 
Thiers, who are selected by a committee of distinguished publicists 
from among the most erudite and brilliant younger men of France. The 
work under review is a valuable contribution to the history of the civil 
law. 

Paul Fuller, jr. 
New York City. 

Totemism and Exogamy. By J. G. Frazer. London and 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 19 10. — Four volumes: xvi, 
579; vii, 640; vii, 583; 397 pp. 

This huge work aims at, and all but achieves, completeness in a field 
where the vast accumulation of material renders orientation almost im- 
possible for any but the extreme specialist. The bulk of the work, and 
by all means the most important part, is a complete survey, arranged 
geographically, of the evidence for totemism, with its attendant prob- 
lem of exogamy. This takes up 1 700 pages of description and citation, 
accompanied in every case with a bibliographical footnote , often critical, 
always detailed and exact. Preceding this is a reprint of Mr. Frazer's 
earlier works on totemism : his book of 1887, elaborated from his article 
in the ninth edition of the Encyclopmdia Britannica (which now, alas ! 
has gone over to Lang), and his studies of 1899 and 1905, first pub- 
lished in the Fortnightly. The fourth volume contains a ' ' Summary 
and Conclusion," some 200 pages of notes and corrections and eight 
essential maps to illustrate the text. 

The plan is unfortunate. The earlier study is hopelessly out of date, 
and the ninety pages of notes by which Dr. Frazer seeks to modernize 
it are separated from it by some 1900 pages. The articles from the 
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Fortnightly are more in line with what follows, as they show how dom- 
inant a part Australia has played in forming Mr. Frazer's theory. It 
has been suggested that they might have been merged into the summary 
at the close ; but we are grateful that they have been reprinted as they 
stood, not for what Mr. Hartland {Man, XI, 6) regards as their evi- 
dence of the author's " open-mindedness and candor," but for their 
revelation of his conservatism and dogmatic temperament. A basic 
element in the whole structure here erected is the evidence from Aus- 
tralia, and particularly that concerning the Aruntas of Central Australia. 
Spencer and Gillen's famous book appeared in 1899, and Frazer's 
papers on the " Origin of Totemism " followed in April and May. He 
at once accepted their description of what he then called " humanity in 
the chrysalis stage," and has held to that position in spite of the doubts 
of others, for the society of the Arunta as given by Spencer and Gillen 
fitted admirably in with his general theories about primitive man, mag- 
ically inclined and non- religious. Now Spencer and Gillen's monopoly 
of the Aruntas was broken in 1907, when a German missionary, C. 
Strehlow, published through the Museum at Frankfurt-am -Main his 
Mythen, Sagen und Mdrchen des Aranda-Stammes int Zentral-Aus- 
tr alien. This material in part confirms, in part runs counter to the 
evidence of the English explorers. Above all, it indicates the existence 
of mythological and religious ideas, partly due no doubt to the mission- 
aries themselves, but sufficiently consistent to show that, instead of 
being simple-minded semi-brutes, the Aruntas are both subtle and in- 
finitely complex ; and their theories concerning conception and birth, 
upon which so much in Frazer's theory depends, may be any kind of a 
play of their devious intellects. Frazer was sufficiently disturbed by 
the news of Strehlow 's work to write to Professor Spencer about it, but 
was too busy to read the work itself. Spencer replied that Strehlow was 
an ignorant missionary, or words to that effect, and that he merely re- 
corded native reflection of his own theology. Frazer gives the gist of 
this letter in a footnote (I, 186), remarking that the case is not worth 
going into further. It may not be ; but if not, then most of what is in 
these volumes is also not worth reading ; for few missionaries have given 
myths in the savage tongue with such Teutonic detail and patience as 
Strehlow. Just where we are with reference to the Aruntas no one 
knows ; but to rest the major portion of a great work on a foundation 
so insecure, and then to refuse to look at the evidence against it, is, hu- 
manly speaking, a temptation of Providence. 

Bv all means the best thing in this work is its collection of evidence. 
From the days of Tylor and Spencer, English anthropology has been 
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too much given to tearing things apart from their context and using 
them where they do not belong. Here Dr. Frazer not only gives us 
whole extracts instead of isolated sentences, but he masses together all 
the evidence for any one place or tribe. Yet when we test it on 
another vital point, we again find ourselves deceived. Naturally this 
material is, all of it, surcharged with taboo. This involves a consider- 
ation of the r61e of the sacred; and, whatever un- or pre-animistic 
forces are at work in primitive magico- religious society, Frazer has con- 
sistently refused to accept the theories of magic which depend upon 
mana, a mysterious something in things. It is therefore of interest to 
see how he treats perhaps the best statement we have of the mana 
scheme, W. J. Jones's " Algonkin Manitou" (1905). Frazer gives at 
length all the old descriptions of manitoo (as he calls it), which make 
it out to be a " guardian spirit." Then at the close he says : " The 
Sauks, Foxes and Kickapoos also obtained guardian spirits or personal 
manitoos by means of fasts and visions " (III, 393). For this state- 
ment he refers to Jones's article. Either he has not read the article 
or has mislaid his notes; for Jones's whole psychological analysis 
emphasizes the impersonal and elusive character of manitou ; it be- 
comes one with mana, arungquiltha and the like, only having received a 
further development. To be sure, Frazer is not dealing here directly 
with the mana theory, but his blunder does involve the hypothesis. 
By the time we arrive at the complexity of later social formations, with 
their mirror in myth and theology, we have nothing but distorted evi- 
dence on the essential nature of such affairs as totemism. 

I have no space for further illustration of method nor for a summary 
of conclusions. Conclusions depend upon method, with its presup- 
positions, tendencies and valuation of evidence. The work is truly 
monumental; its material invaluable. But the origins of these cus- 
toms of barbarism and the explanation of their role are not established 
by it. The field is still open. 

J. T. S. 

Influences of Geographic Environment, on the Basis of Ratzel's 
System of Anthropo- Geography. By Ellen Churchill Semple. 
New York, Henry Holt and Company, 191 1. — 680 pp. 

Of the preeminently influential writers who have emphasized the re- 
lation of the physical environment to man — Montesquieu, A. von Hum- 
boldt, Ritter, Kohl, Peschel and Buckle — only the author of the History 
of Civilization in England has written in English. There is, indeed, a 
translation of Montesquieu's Esprit des Lois, but, in general, the litera- 



